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ma LETTER to a Member of the 


| | may alſo be had of J. RokxRrs in Warwick- | | 
lane, A. Dopp without Temple-bar, and 


Printed for JouN CLaRx, at the Bible and | 
_ Crown in the Poultry, near Cheapſide: And 


1 AGAINST 
Occafional Conformity, [| 


CONSIDER'D. 
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Honourable Houſe of Commons. 
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LONDON: 


J. Fox in Weſtminſter-Hall, 1717. 
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IINCE you have inform'd me; there 
will be a Motion in your Houſe, for 
the Repealing the Occaſional Confor- 
nit) and Shiſm Acts, and deſir d my 
Thoughts on that Subject; I here ſend em 
you with my wonted Freedom ; hoping, that 
if I ſhould not be ſo happy, as in all things 
to fall in with your Sentiments, you will yet 
be ſo good as to forgive, one whom you know 
to be an hearty Lover of his King .and 
IAN ſuch a Friend to this Deſign, that 
I hope the Motion will be made, by ſome 
Gentleman that has diſtinguiſh'd himſelf by 
his Zeal for King GEORGE, and his Family, 
and ſupported by Perſons of approved Merit 
and Integrity; and that the Event will ſhew, 
that they that are embark'd in it, inſtead of 
managing at fixes and ſevens, have a good Ma- 
jority at their back: And then, I am of opi= 
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gion, it will be the greadeſt Stroke the Pre- 
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abetting this Deſign, you aim at any thing 
but ſerving the Government. -You are not 
likely to be charg'd with Partiality to the 
Diſſenters. Nor can J ſee, if they are con- 
ſider d as a Patty, they are likely to be any 
great Gainers, if you carry your Point; be- 
cauſe the Church will ſtill have the great Pla- 


ces of NHonder, Traft, and Profit, . difpord 
among her Members: And yet, I muſt con- 
fels, Tcarmdt fee any ſolid Reafon, whythey, 
Who ære well known to be hearty Friends of 
the Government, ſhould be hopt any longer 


undder Marks of Infamy and Convempt. 


IE was indeed, when they were gene- 
rally ran doven as Enemies to Monarchy, and 
of Rebellious Principtes ; and there was 4 


tirn td be ferv'd by the thus repreſenting 


them, that was not much to the Advaiitzge 
ofthe Nation, either in its Civil or Religious 
EIntereft : But it world not be ſo decent for 
that Cry to be now revivid, after their having 
difcover'd ſo conſtart and ſteady a Regard v 
the prefent Eftabliftrment, and after His Ma- 
Jefty, in his Anſwer to their late Addrefs, has 
done them the Honour to declare Himſelf 
Hh comvind of the Loyalty mi Zeal of 4he 
ND 
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upon many Accounts. The Occafional Ac 


the Church; meaning, all the. while, 
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 Wnrar I have therefore to offer is only 


7 this, That the Repeal of theſe Acts is highly 


reaſonable in it ſelf, and will be much for 
the Service of King George and his Govern- 
I take this Repeal to be highly reaſonable 


did not paſs, without being often rejected. 
It met with great oppoſition, not only from 
many worthy Members of your . Houle, but 
alſo from many noble Proteſtant Peers, and 
many of the Bench of Bifhops too. This, 
to me, looks as if it was againſt the true 
Genius and Intereſt of the Nation. And its 


© paſling at laſt, was owing to a violent Tor- 
rent, that threw down all before it that 
ſtood inthe way ef the Deſigns then on foot, 


for introducing a Popiſh Pretender to the 
Crown. And tho' ſome who had before 
zealouſly oppos d it, did then ſeeminglycom- 


4 what it was not in their power tg. 


inder, yet tis well known they had not done 
that, had it not been with a proſpect of ga in- 
ing an Intereſt by it, to oppoſe thoſe De- 
ſigns; which Intereſt proy'd not ſo valuable 
as they expected. „ 

Nor ſhould it be forgotten what vigo- 


rous Efforts were made without doors (while 


this matter was depending) by Leſley, and 
other ſuch furious Nonjurors, purely to ſer 
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[6] 
Church of the Suffragan of Thetford ; which, 
if it has any real Strength, owes it very much 
to this At. | 
I could wiſh Gentlemen would alſo conſi- 
der, who they were in your Houſe - that 
brought in this Bill; and argu'd for it, and 
were ſo vaſtly fond on't, as, in a critical 
Juncture, to run the hazard of the common 
Safety, by a Tack, rather than they would 
loſe it. Were they not a part of the laſt 
Miniſtry, whoſe Proceedings (to which this 
Act much help'd to pave the way) have been 
ſince fo juſtly cenſur d? And ſhall they have 
room to boaſt, that the Shackles they fram'd 
for their fellow Subjects continue ſtill 2 Have 
not ſeyeral of them, who liv'd to the pre- 
ſent Reign, been forc'd to fly their Country ; 
and others to be confin'd, that they might 
not kindle a Civil War, and let in Foreigners 
into our Bowels 2 And have not all of em, 
from Weſt to North, either been actual Con- 
ſpirators againſt King George, or Favourers 
or Abettors of thoſe that were ? And why 
ſhould not this Argument plead as ſtrongly 
for favour to Proteſtant Diſſenters in 1717, 
as one, much like it, was allow'd to do, 
among the Commons, in 1680? 
AN bp after all, what are the Fruits of this 
Glorious Act? What Good has it done? 
what Effects has it produc'd, that are fit to be 
boaſted of? It iswell knownto have diſplac'd 
„ : a num- 
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1 
a number that were firm in the Intereſt of 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion; and it had done ſo 
by ſome others that might be nam'd (in the 
Magiſtracy of the City of London. in particu- 
lar) if the Hanover Reſident interpoſing, had 
not- prevail'd with them to deny themſelves, 
for the ſake of the Proteſtant Succeſſor. It 


has kept others of the ſame Stamp out of 


Places, who might have . been as likely to 
have. had them as their Neighbours. It not 
a little animated the Tumultuous Rioters, 


and encourag'd the late Unnatural Rebellion, 


and ſtill keeps up the hopes of a reſtleſs Fac- 
tion, that ſome way or other they {hall at laſt 
compaſs their Deſign, in oppoſition to the 
preſent Government. And is the Gain of a 


particular Nobleman, with his Intereſt, eſpe- 


cially when he's known to be one that can't 


be eaſy, where he does not give Meaſures, a 


ſufficient Compenſation for all this? For my 


part, I can no more believe it, than I can, 
that it is for the Intereſt of Britons to ſuffer 


themſelves to be hector'd by the Swedes with 
Impunity. e 
AN p as for the Schiſm Act, that viſibly 


aim'd at weakening the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 

and was own'd by its Promoters to be de- 
 fign'd to pave the Way to deprive Engliſhmen 
of their Birthright, and to incapacitate them 
to Vote for their Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment, It was ſtruggled for by them, that 


have 


[$8] 5 
have ſince openly appear d in the Pretenders 
Intereſt, and oppos d by all that valud tbe 
cpmmon Safety; and therefore tis hard to 
ſuppoſe, any can be no againſt the Repeal- 
ing it, but ſuch as with in their Hearts the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion had never taken place. 

Let not Gentlemen ſay, what reaſon have 
the Diſſenters to expect ſuch a ſtep as this in 
their Favour ? For, beſides that it is not in 
their Favour, that the Motion is made for the 
Repeal of theſe Acts, it will certainly be very 
hard, if when they can gain nothing that is pe- 
culiar to themſelves, by the Acceſſion of King 
George, they mayn't be allow'd to hope they 
Mall loſe nothing by him; which would be 

their Caſe, if they were not freed of thoſe 

Hardſhips, which they were brought under 
for their Fidelity to his Intereſt. _ 8 
WiIr NAI, ſuch has been their Carriage, 
that I ſhould think Men of any Honour could 
not refuſe to allow them ſome Regard. They 
have born much, and made little complaint. 

They have never threaten'd (as tis well 
known ſome others did) that Nature world be 

prowoꝶ d to rebel againſt Principle: They were 
not to be cajoFd by the Wheedles, nor terri- 
ty'd by the Threats of the laſt Miniſtry, and 
jo help'd to fave us from the Ruin that then 
threaten d. They have been inſulted, abus d, 
and plunder'd, in the preſent Reign; and yet 


4 have not follow'd the Government, or the 
Wi | Miniſtry 
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Miniſtry with their Clamours. They have 
readily taken the Oaths, ſpoken well and ho- ? 
nourably of the Government upon all Occa- 
ſions, and contributed as chearfully as any in- 


| ; the Kingdom to its Support ; they Dave pray 4 


for King George, and his Family, moſt heartily' 
and univerſally, and done their utmoſt to pre- 
vent and ſuppreſs the late Unnatural Rebel- 


lion, and waited with great patience for ſome 


fruits'of that publick Good-will they thought 
they might expect in return: And is it ſuch 
a mighty thing after all, for them to hope to 
be freed from the diſheartning marks of di- 
ſtinction they were brought under by thoſe,  . 
whoſe Schemes taking place, would have 
effectually prevented King George from ever 
ſitting on the Britiſþ Throne, or ſuch an Houſe 

of Commons as yours, from ever appearing 

in F. Stzphen's Chappel ! 


For my part, I muſt confeſs, I can't help 
thinking that the Diſſenters have more reaſon 
to expect the Repeal of theſe Acts in the 
Reign of King George, than ever the Tories 
had to expect to-catry them in the Reign 6f 


XZ Queen Anne. Tho! if their Expectation here: 
in was not anſwer d, 'twould with me be 
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7 
#5 
x9 


comparatively but a ſmall matter, provided 
the Public were but ſafe: But 1 have no 
proſpect of that, if they are neglected, and 


therefore I heartily concur with you, in lay- 
ing the chief ſtreſs upon that. Let them be 
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ever ſo meanly thought of, it may very 


well be expected by them and all hearty 
Lovers of his Majeſty, that the Government 


will be juſt to it ſelf, and not be left deſtitute 


of any neceſſary Support, as it would plain- 


Iy be, ſhould theſe Acts remain unrepeal'd. 


Fox nothing can be more evident, than 
that the preſent Government has many Ene- 


mies, not only abroad, but at home; tho" 


without the latter, there would be no great 
occaſion for dreading the former. Beſtdes 
open and avow'd Enemies that refuſe totake 
the Oaths, there are many upon reſerve, and 


in diſguiſe, who are not upon that account 
ever the leſs dangerous. Over and above 
profeſs d Papiſts, it is well known, there are 


many that paſs for Proteſtants and zealous 
Churchmen too, that would leave no Stone 
unturn d, by which the Overthrow of our 


preſent Settlement might be promoted. 


T x x fooliſh and ridiculous, as well as abo- 
minably ſcandalous Aſperſions, which in com- 
mon Converſation are very often caſt Hpon 9 
the Royal Family; the manner in which they 
that meet with deſerv'd Puniſhment upon 


this account are applauded, careſs d and ſup- 


thing that tends to diſhearten ſuch as are in 


the Intereſt of the Government; and the 
Concern that may be ſeen in many, when any 
thing happens to encourage them : Theſe 
things, 
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things, together with the numbers that either 
engag d in, or favour'd the late Unnatural 
Rebellion, and the Compaſſion that was 
ſhewn to thoſe few that ſuffer d for it, with- 
out any conſideration of the calamitous. Con- 
dition we muſt all have been in, had it ſucceed- 
ed; and the readineſs of many, when that 
Defi ign fail'd, to imbark in new Intrigues, 
in concert with Foreigners, to involve us in 
Blood and Confuſion, are a notorious and fla- 
grant Proof of this. In ſuch a Cafe, twould 
be plain Injuſtice to the Government, to den 
it the help of any that bear it an hearty Good- 
will; and to be for contracting the number 
of Hands that ſhould defend it, would be an 
effectual betraying it. 
T Is moſt certainly for the Intereſt of 
this, as well as any other Government, to 
ſtrengthen its Friends, and weaken its Ene- 
mies: And this Repeal would do both. 
Al Gentlemen know that the power 
3 andinfluence of Juſtices of the Peace is very 
great, all over the Kingdom; and that it is 

of the laſt Conſequence to have thoſe in that 

Commiſſion true and faithful. Now there 

are ſeveral Counties in which, at the preſent, 
tis very hard to find ſuch as are qualify'd 
(According as the Law ſtands) to be in Com- 
miſſion, chat can be depended on: And it 
would have proy'd yet harder, had not ſome 
been prevail 9 with to deny: themſelves for a 

3 while, 
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while, purely to ſerve the Goyernment. But 


let this ſtep be taken, and there'will be no 


room left to complain of a want of fit Per- 


ſons to ſerve as A wherever there is 


occaſic _ . 


MAGISTRATES in Corporations, and 


Officers in the Lieutenancy, are alſo of great 


"Conſequence to the Government. Tis well 
Known that a number are now employ'd in 


both Capacities, that are no hearty Friends of 
King George, and his Family. The Govern- 
ment is ſufficiently apprizʒ d of this, and ma- 
ny complaints have been made of it. But 


let theſe Acts once be repeal d, and in the 


Courſe of a few years, we ſhall have as good 
Magiſtrates in Corporations, as the true Ld- 


vers of their Country need defire. The 
Common Council of London would then 


Toon put on a better Face, and the Lieute- 
nancy, through the Kingdom, be in ſafer 
Hands. Mobs and Inſurrections will be 
this way prevented, and Conſpiracies ſoon 


diſcover'd and defeated. 
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LET us ſuppoſe a foreign Enemy Ending 


upon us, according to the warning given by 
his Ma jeſty i in his Speech to the two Houſes ; 
what a Caſe are we in, if ſuch as are in the 
Intereſt of the Invader or the Pretender have 
Power in their Hands ? Shall we not then lie 


at their Mercy 2 Can we wonder if our 


N Horſes, our 1 our Forces, and our Forts 
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are betray d into their Hands? But let all 
ſuch without diſtinction be employ d, that 
will be vigorouſly active againſt the common 
Enemy, and none elſe, and we need fear no 
Danger. The Repeal mov'd for might this 
way ſave us the Expence of a great deal of 


5 Blood and Treaſure, and prevent a great deal 
of Terror and Confuſion, that would: othet- 


wile be unavoidable. | * 
T EIS Repeal will help to ſecure the Inte- 
reſt of the Government in all Parts of its Do- 
minions. 54 


little Concern to ſome very ſenſible and wor- 


thy Gentlemen, to think how many things 


(beſides an Heat ſtruck between the two 


3 Houſes) might fall out, to make a Diſſolu- 


tion of this Parliament neceſſary ; and how 
fa int a Proſpe& we have of another of the 


27 fame Complexion, if our. Corporations are 


not firſt better ſettled. The next Election, 
in all probability, - would be in the Field, 
with Sword in Hand; and who can tell how 


much Blood might be ſpilt, before we ſhould 
come to be ſettled? And how Cor porations 
can be brought into the Intereſt of the pre- 
ſent Government without this Repeal, is hard 
3 


Ir 


* * 
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'Ir would particularly turn to a good ac- 
count to South Britain. For fo many Soldiers 
25 no are ſo neceſſary to keep the Peace (the 
maintaining whom is what many complain of, 
as being expenſive, and having a tendency to 
enſla ve us) would be no longer needful, when 
once the Fear of foreign Invaders is over, were 
but the Commiſſion of the Peace, and our 
Corporations, in better hands. 

North Britain alſo would be this way eas 5d 
of ſome of its preſent Fears, and be brought 


to a better reliſh of Union with us. 


Trelund would conſiderably find its Ac- 
count in it. For whereas tlie Hands of a great 
Body of that People whoſe Loyaliy and Zeal 
King George has lately declar'd himſelf 


fully convinc d of, are in that Kingdom at 


preſent ſo tied up, that they are not able, 
upon ſuppoſition of a new Rebellion amongſt | 
them, to defend themſelves, or aſſiſt their 
Proteſtant Brethren (which they have never 
hitherto been backward to do) they, upon this 3 
Repeal, would not only be able to ſecure | 
themſelves, but alſo to keep the 11h under, 


and prevent their giving their Brethren any 


Diſturbance or Uneaſineſss. 3 

Nox would the American Plantations be I 
this way without Benefit. For this Repeal 
would * to lay that Spirit, which has been 
raisd and fomented amongſt thoſe diſtant 2 
* Subjects, by the Occaſion zonal Let 1 
oF 


A 
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to the producing ſo much Miſchief in ſome 


Parts, and particularly in Carolina, as has 


'Z out in the 


been more than once complain'd of in Parlia- 
„mene. W 
Por, on the other hand, Jet theſe AGs e- 
main unrepeal'd, and I cannot ſee that any 
thing elſe can with Prudence and Safety be 
depended on, long to keep the Government 
on the preſent Towne: if 5 
Foreign Alliances are undoubtedly highly 
2 advantageous. They add to the Glory of our 
Sovereign, ftrike a Terror into our Enemies, 
and help to ſtrengthen our Security; and yet 
they can't ſupply the place of repealing theſe 
3 Acts: For they can neither help us to a Wheg 
Parliament, nor fave us from a nn 
nor give that Acceſſion of Strength to the 
Friends of King George, upon a ſudden E- 
mergency, that may be this way expected. 
Z Taz Intereſt of Lom - urch, eonſider d as 
ſeparate from the Diſſenters, I take to be in- 
ſufficient to ſecure the Government. -High- 
2 Church and Papiſts joining together, with a 
foreign Force to back them, will bid fair for 
being too ſtrong for them. And we have rea- 
2 ſonto be thankful, they did not prove ſo, in- 
the late Struggle. Had the Rebellion broken 
225 at the ſame time as in the 


bi North, as was defign'd ; or had the Pretender 
E come ſooner into Scotland, or the Rebels at 
all ftood their ground at Dwiblain ; or had 
"Oe on they 


[ 16 ] 
they had the Courage, inſtead of ſurrender 


ing, to have fought their way through at 


Preſton; or had they but kept together, till 
thoſe that ſtood on tip-toe to be with them 
had declar'd in their favour, I'm. very in- 
clinable to believe Low-Charch, ſeparately 
confider'd, had been aground, and muſt have 
calld in Help from the Dsſſenters : nay they 
actually had it in ſome Parts without asking 
for it; and the Rebellion had been ſooner 


quaſh'd, had they accepted | more 0 7% But 
now tis plain to all that make any Obſerva- 


tion, that a Spirit of implacable Rancour and 
Malignity hath appear d among the Faction, 


ſince the Rebellion was ſuppreſs d, rather 
more than before. So that upon the Arrival 


of any 3 1 7 Force, and a new Inſurrection 
among our ſelves, tis highly probable, more 
will declare againſt the Government than hi- 


therto; and fo it may be overſet, if the Diſ- 


ſenters are not allow'd to help to turn the 
... F 
T Isõ well known to Gentlemen to be the 
common talk of ſome, that as in the Time 


of King James, the Diſſenters, with a few 


air-brain d Churchmen, made the firſt Eſſay 


under Monmouth to little purpoſe; but when 


the Body of the Church fell in, it did it with 
ſuch a weight, that an Abdication and a Re- 
-olution ſoon follow d: So alſo, that tho" the 


firſt Eſſay of the Papiſts,with a few hot- headed 


Chur ch- 


Is 8 r 1 * 
Wii n 
8 WS rc 

"ID 4 . 45> "FINE 636 8 ES. 


Ea 


[ t7 ] 


Churchmen, fail'd of ſucceſs againſt the pre⸗ 


ſent Government, yet that at the next At- 


tempt, when the Body of the Church falls 
in, (I ſuppoſe they mean Parſon Hotel's 


Church) we ſhall not fail of a new Revolu- 


tion. And can it be Wiſdom to run the ven- 
ture of this? Say that Low-Church might, 
exerting it ſelf to the utmoſt, be able to ſe- 
cure the Government alone ; yet why ſhould 


they be unwilling to have an Additional 


Strength, with which they may do it better;- 
and run leſs hazard? Let us ſuppoſe, that 
more, who are at preſent ſhrowded under the 
Name of the Church, ſhould fail at a pinch, 
than was expected or imagin'd, will they not 
be aſham'd to have ruin'd the Nation for a 
Fancy? Not that I apprehend the Diſſenters 
would, in an Extremity, be backward to help 
to ſave their King and Country, tho' they did 
not do it exactly in Mood and Figure, and 
ſome uſual Forms were wanting : I have a 
better Opinion of them, than to imagine it: 
And yet think it not very ingenuous in their 
Brethren, to abuſe them for this their Gene- 
rous Diſpoſition, that they'll be ready to 
help at laſt. Their Help may come too late 


for the Publick Benefit. The Diſſenters may 


do the Government ten times the Service 
now, that they could be capable of doing, 


If they are neglected till Things come to ex- 
tremity. And muſt they after all be kept out 
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upon a Pique of Honour? Will it be a ſuf- 
ficient Compenſation to the Nation for its 
Ruin, for it to be ſaid, that this was to pre- 
vent any Party but meer Lou Church, from 
having a Share in the Honour of ſaving it? 

Bor after all, where is this Low-Church: 
that is ſo powerful, to be fourid ? And where 
lies its ſtrength? Oxford is boaſted of by 
High- Church, and their Carriage ſufficiently 
{ſpeaks for them; the Lom- Church muſt not 
ptetend ts much Intereſt there. Nor can 
Low-Charch make any great boaſt of Cam- 
bridge neither, (tho' pers the better of the 
two) if Mr. Serjeant Millar has given the 
World a true Account of it. And if the 
Fountains are corrupted, what can we expect 
from the Streanis? What muſt be ſaid to the 
Cathedrals? Are they conſpicuous for Loyal-- 
ty and Zeal? If they were, how came the 
E. of A. to be choſen High-Steward of Weſt. 
minſter, in the room of his Brother the D. of 
O. by half the Dignitaries of the Abbey, 
with the Dean at their Head ? Was not this 


an open Affront to the Government, inſtead 


of a Proof of an Inclination to ſupport it? 
And were it not eaſy to name ſeveral other 
Collegiate Churches beſides, where one half 
of the Dignitaries, or more, may juſtly be 
ſuſpected to be in an oppoſite Intereſt to that 
of King — and his Family? Or does the 
* | vernmeßt 
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vernment is to have all its dependance on, lie 


in the Gentry and Clergy, diſpers d all oye 0 
the Kingdom 2 I am not at all inclin d to je 

ſen the number of true Loyers of their Coun- 
try; I heartily with them a great Encreale ; 

But I think it we may make any 1 
as to theſe, from the little influence they have 
had to prevent Riots and Tumults, it would 
tempt a Man to fear, that a great part of 


them would add but little weight, upon 
| ſuppoſition of a new Rebellion, unlefs it 


were on the wrong Side: nor can it be 


wonder'd at by any one that does but conſi- 


der that the Notions of Hereditary Right, and 
Lineal Succeſſion, have been generally lyck'd 
in by them, as firſt Principles, in the Courle 
of 45 Education. And if theſe Things are 
taken together, there appears but ee 
left to imagine or expect that Low-Cherch 


ſhould be able to do great Feats alone, while 


the Diſjenters are excluded: But if they are 
taken together, and act in concert, they need 
not fear High-Church and Papiſis. This way 
Lom. Church will not only be farther ſtrength- 
end by the Addition of other Hands; but 
the very number of Lo- Chinch Men will it 
ſelf increaſe: Becauſe many that attend at their 
Pariſh Churches, and no where elſe, will theg 
venture to on themſelves to be Lom - Church, 
Po they are at _ afraid, or "_ d to 

9 now- 


2 . — 4 g 9 * 
Cas S * 
— 


9 "=o a 
oY Longs pre ” 
= Owns or net al 0 
2 2 — — — 
— — * 


r 
— 
2 


* ho aw 
— — 
2 - 


— — 
= ** „ 


— 


my — —— 0 


. * . Y 4 
* M v . * * 9 h 7 ; Py * 
eee ee e COU LE — r 1 
* — =» ts - pp F 4 bee 4 — * 
* * — , — 
2 
— 


— 44 
8 — 


1 * c 
” 2 — — 
S -—— 2 Seer rr ere ee erer 
, — 8 — ls S — 


41 
114 
141414 

1 
WH 


MELT oi 
— 


End, if the 
we may be inſlav'd and romaniz'd with Mo- 
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r 
acknowledge it, leaſt they ſhould be ſtigma- 
tiz'd or expos d. nw 
PROVID IN for the Payment of the pub- 


lick Debts, and ſatisfying Parliamentary Se- 


curities, about which we have had ſo much 
Diſcourſe of late, is certainly neceſſary to our 
Safety, and yet not capable of anſwering that 

1 Acts remain unrepeal'd. For 


ney in our Pockets, as well as in the Funds; 
tho' it will make us but a very poor amends: 
And it will be much better, to let the Go- 


vernment ſtill keep our Money, at ever ſo 
low an Intereſt, when all Hands are employ- 
ed to defend it, than for us to have it in our 


own keeping, and be pillag'd, and plunder'd, 


either by Foreigners or Fellow Subjects, for 

want of Hands enough to defend us. 

No Man has a greater Opinion than I, of 
the Valour and Courage of our Soldiers and 


their Commanders, and next to the Provi- 


_ dence of Almighty God, and the Prudence 


of King George, I expect moſt from them, in 


rections at home: And yet I cannot ſee, how 


we can depend even on them for our Security, 
mould theſe Acts remain unrepeal'd. For 
the Genius of the Nation has ever been a- 
verſe, from any conſiderable ſtanding Force, 
any longer than it's abſolutely neceſſary. {4 
5 7 Jab | | 2 * 4 10 
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caſe of Invaders from abroad, or new Inſfur- } 


21 1 


ſo at the preſent; and therefore tho' there are 


ſome that would be willing enough to com- 


plain and murmur, yet the Body of the Na- 
tion is eaſy. But it cannot be expected, that 
it ſhould be always ſo, or continue ſo long. 


Time will come, when a Britiſh Parliament 
will not fail of being for laying it down. 


And ſhould that be done, before Corpora- 
tions are fix'd in the Intereſt of the Govern- 
ment (which was one of the firſt Cares after 
the Reſtoration, and can hardly be too ſoon 
diſpatch'd now) we may well dread the 
thoughts of the Confuſion that would enſue. 
But let theſe Acts be repeal'd, and the Deſign 
of an Invaſion once over, and a number of 
our ſtanding Forces may be disbanded with 
Satety, and no ill Conſequences. to the Go-- 
vernment need be apprehended. - ; 


Tux Regulating our Univerſities is a farther 


Step I find moſt Gentlemen reckon neceſſa 


¶ to the publick Safety; and I think the World 
is much oblig'd to Mr. Millar for the Proof 
he has given of it: But I cannot perceive it 
Z would ſecure us, unleſs theſe Acts are re- 
7 peal'd, For ſhould the very Methods which 


he propoſes be taken, they muſt have time in 


which to operate. And before the ſeven 
Tears he mentions were run out, we might 
| .* 9 | . ; 2 

be ruin'd for want of having all Hands em- 
9 1 A . 

7 ployd by the Government in its Defence, 


hen it is attack d from all Quarters : And 
(120 ON : perhaps 


| perky ps it may be more damag'd by the Aſ- 
aults of pretended Friends, than of open 
Enemies. „ ns bib att; 
Bur you intimate, tis ſaid by ſome, that 
the 3 of theſe Acts would now be un- 
ſeaſonable; and therefore it were better de- 
ferr d. But why «nſeaſonable ? Can it ever 
be unſeaſonable to ſtrengthen ſuch a Govern- 
ment. as ours, for which we have ſo much 
cauſe to be thankful, and which we could 
not have obtain'd without a train of as won» 
derful Steps of Divine Providence, as can be 
produc'd out of any Hiſtory? Can it ever 
be unſeaſonabie to ſupport an Eſtabliſhment, 
that gives us the Proſpect of the Continuance 
and Security of our Religion, Liberty, and 
Property, and every thing that is valuable, 
when it is well known many are at work in 
contriving Ways and Methods to overthrow 
it? How can it be unſcaſonable, at a time 


when the Hands of all that are faithful are 
highly needful, to throw in an additional 


Strength to a Government, which, if it be 


but continu'd, = us ground to hope, that 


erity {hall be as happy a Peo- 


we and our Po 


ple, as any in the World? If this be really 
a good Work, I can't ſee why we ſhould de- 
fer putting it in Execution, which might 
have no ſmall hazard attending int oc | 
I have thought of the matter pretty cloſely, 
and cannot imagine how any Time could poſe 


w - 
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ſibly be more ſeaſonable, for the Repeal of 


theſe Acts, than now that we have thoſe in 
conſiderable Poſts in the Government, who 
did their utmoſt to prevent their paſſing into 
Acts, who cannot therefore be againſt repeal- 


ing them, without declaring they have alter'd 


their Principles; which few Gentlemen, 'F 
conceive, will be very willing to do. What 
can be more ſeaſonable, than now we are got 
through one Rebellion that was very ill con- 


certed, and ſeem upon the Borders of ano- 


ther, concerted much better, with a more 
conſiderable foreign Force to back it, to fix 


things on ſuch a bottom, as may moſt effectu- 


ally tend to curb and reſtrain thoſe, whoſe 


Inclination will lead em either to fide in with 


the Invaders, or favour them all they can ? 


What can be more ſeaſonable, than now: that 
we have a Parliament, that is to continue ſe- 
ven Years from its firſt aſſembling, to take 
the proper Method for {ſecuring another Par-. 


lament 4s much in the Intereſt of the Go- 
vernment as this, before that Time expires ?: 
And. I muſt confeſs; I'm ivholly at a loſs to. 
find any thing that will ſo effectually do this, 
as the Repealing theſe Acts. Let this be now. 
deferrd, and Im very apprehenſive one of 
theſe two things will follow: Either we muſt 
run the hazard of a 70h Parliament, or the 
preſent Parliament muſt by a new Act be con- 
tinu'd for a yet longer time; which may per- 


haps 


Pd 


[ 24 J- 
haps be found to have its Diſſiculties, when 
it comes to the Tryal; and will be very like- 
ly to have this Effect among others, that it 
will make the Oppoſers of ſuch a Continua- 
tion, the moſt popular Men in the Kingdom. 

J have had occaſion to obſerve, that when 
any thing has been mov'd for in favour of 
Diſſenters, or even that Juſtice might be done 
them, it has been the common Evaſion of 
Stateſmen and Politicians to ſignify to them, 
that tho' it was but fit what was mention d 
ſhould be done, yet this was not the proper 
Seaſon for it. This was the common way in 
King Charles's time, revivd in the Reign of 
King William, and continu'd in the Reigns of 
Queen Anne, and King George. But this Ex- 
cuſe has been ſo often repeated, that it is 
perfectly worn out; and is grown ſo ſtale and 
threadbare, that there's ſcarce a Man to be 
met with, that can be thereby impos'd on. 
Should any one (eſpecially that eats King 
George's Bread) offer at this time of day, to 
lay that this is no proper Seaſon for ſo good 
and neceſſary a Work as this, of ſecuring ſuch. 
a Government as ours, by all the additional 
Strength that can be given it, for fear of their 
being thrown into the Hands of the Diſſenters, 
and their being too much favour'd, it will, 
by all Men, be underſtood to be in effect a 
declaring that nothing is ever to be done for 
them, ſince a properer Seaſon cannot be * 
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And they muſt be weaker than many People 
reckon em, after all the Jeſts that have been 
ſpent upon them, if this don't ati them 
what they have to truſt to. 
Bur it ſeems this is a Step will create Divi- 


ſion + And are we then to run the hazard of 


having the Government overthrown, for fear 
of Diviſion 2: I take it to be capable of Proof, 
which to a reaſonable Man may be as ſatis- 
factory as a Demonſtration, That King George 


will gain by it, much more than he can poſ- 


ſlbly | In For he cannot depend on any that 
can be loſt, by his taking a Step that is ſo ne- 
ceſſary as this, to his on and the publick Safe 


ty. ad as for thoſe whoſe Service he this 


way gains, having their Hearts before; and 


being fully convinc d of their Loyalty and Zeal, 
he may not only depend on the utmoſt they 


can do for him in any Exigence; but they, in 
conjunction with Lom - Church, will be in a 


Capacity of eaſily obviating all that others 


can do againſt him. So that if there be a 
Diviſion, it tends to ſtrengthen the Govern- 
ment, and not to weaken it; and therefore it 
cannot be blam d by ſuch, as are hearty i in its 


Intereſt. 


Bur ſay that fome may 1— this way * 
blig” d: Is that a ſufficient Argument againſt 


what is plainly for the Intereft of the Govern- 
ment ? Whenever you put it to the Tryal, it 


can n be oppoyd but by two forts of People: 
D Either 
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Either by ſuch, as tho' they libe under the 
Protection of this Government, yet are de- 
ſtrous of a new Revolution; or ſuch, as tho! 
they truly love the Government, are yet 
afraid that this will not do it Service, = 
create new Heats. I the former of theſe! 
are diſ6blig'd, I take it to be fo much the 
better; becauſe tis a Proof that theyare con-. 
vinc'd this Method tends. to eroſs their De. 
ſigns, which is a good Ar in fa vqur of 
it. And if the latter ſhould' be a little: dif: 
oblig d for the pteſent, their Love to the C. 
vernment wilt keep it from going far ; and 
their ſeeing their miſtake afterwards cannot 
but help to ſet them right. But whoever are 
diſoblig d, let Gentlemen judge, whether eis 
fit that the Fear of that, A diſcourage 
them frem taking a Method' that tends to 
keep the Body of the loyal Subjects of King 
George, from lying at hes Mercy of ſuch, as- 
are in the Intereſt either of the Pretender, os 
of the King of Sweden; whether he be his 
Deputy, or r his Rivat : And alſo, whether it 
be more reaſonable- te gratify real Enemies 
that appear in the Gaulle of Friends, to 
the diſobliging Subjects of known and ap- 
prov'd Loyalty and Zeal, or to gratify a 
number of oo Friends and been — 
b ing em into a Ca curbing 
Nass- And * 's no hard b 


matter to judge in fo plam a Gaſes. £2.02 
You 
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'You tell me, you find an Argument Will 
2ba drawn, from the-Number and Strength of 
; _ — who will be againſt this Repeal : 
But that, I confeſs, I take to be an excellent 
ment for it, For it they are ſo ſtrong 
{ numerous, after they have had ſo much 
to weaken them, tis — high time to 
guard our ſelves againſt them, that we may 
not lie any more at their mercy. I can 
ſafely turn their own Words upon them 
in their celebrated Memorial, with a 

little change. If the Strength of the Tories 
ir full ſo conſiderable, at to make it dan- 
gerous to provoke them, by enſing their Fellows 
Subjetts, of "whoſe Loyalty. and Zeal the Ce- 
vernment is fully convinc'd ; this is ſo fur from 
being an Argument againſt the Repeal defir'd, 
that it is a good Argument for it. For If their 
Inteteſt is ſo formidable, ar to make it hazardors 
o end them, it is full tine to venture the 
Diſpleaſure, when there is  ſath reuſon to dreau 
their Power. And if they are not fo terrible, 
BS - they would make the World believe they 0, 
* un prudent to r res their being ſo. 

 Anotrrr Argument you intimate, this: 

Thar it is but a fmall pitt inconfiderable Par- 
ty that would be this way gratify'd. I fup- 
poſe you mean, tis infinuated that the Diſſen 
rer ing ſo; and I am not {urpriz'd at the Sug- 
Ber ef For Iperceive theſe Diſſanters are a 


of People that happen to be either for- 
D 2 midable 


2 


. 
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midable or contemptible, according as either 
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of thoſe Views beſt ſerve the. Purpoſes of 
thoſe who have declar'd themſelves their Ene- 
mies. I have ſometimes heard them repre- 
ſented as a Body of People that were much 
to be dreaded, becauſe of their Numbers, 
their Union, their concerted Meaſures, their 


Secreſy, their having the trading Part of the 
Nation ſo much in their Intereſt, and their 
Steadineſs to a Man to the preſent Govern- 
ment. I have in other Company heard the 
very ſame People run down, as very deſpica- 
ble for their Number and Intereſt, and fo in- 


ſignificant, as not to deſerve any Regard. For 
my own part, I know them to be a con- 
ſiderable Body, take them together, and 
to have no ſmall Influence in Elections 
of Members of Parliament, when they are 
united among themſelves, and with Lom- 
Church; and the Publick had the Benefit of 


it in K.Charler's Reign; and alſo in K. George's. 


Their Intereſt in Corporations, and among the 
trading and monied Part of the Nation, is 
not deſpicable. And I am well ſatisfy'd, that 
let them but have tolerable Uſage, and their 
Zeal for King George is ſuch, chat they will 
exert themſelves, beyond what can be expec- 
ted, in the Service of the Government. And 
as the Fear of this is the reaſon. why ſome 
are ſo unwilling they ſhould be freed from 


their i N Clogs ſo is the Hope of 
. 


1 $639] 
it the true reaſon why many of their Fellow- 
Subjects, who value them not as-Duſſenters, 
and would like them much better, did they 
fall in with the National Eſtabliſhment, are 
yet deſirous. they ſhould: be freed: from their 
Shackles, that the Government may have the 
Benefit of their hearty and zealous Service. So 
that it is not the Diſſenters barely that would be 
this way gratify'd, but the moſt hearty Friends 
of King George, and his Government, who are 
as different in their Principles and Temper 
from the Diſſenterc, as os 4s are from 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church. And take theſe both 
together, and I hope no Man will: refuſe to 
= to pals for a very conſiderable 
Bosc ü i, 
I' o crown the whole, you tell me, you 
are apprehenſive upon the Motion, there will 
be a Revival of the Cry of the Danger of the 
Church. But there is no great matter in that, 
as long as there can he no Danger in it to real 
Religion, about which they that cry out a- 
bout the Danger of the Church, are commonly 
leaſt concern d. I hope the Magick of that 
Cry is almoſt worn out and ſpent. I am ſure 
many Gentlemen, as well as your ſelf, are of 
opinion, that unleſs theſe Acts are repeal'd, 
| whatever becomes of the Church, the State 
Will be in danger; and I ſhould think, that 
might be allow'd an equal Concern for Self- 
preſervation with the Church. 
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"WR if things are come to that paſs, that 


| the Church can never be ſafe and out of dan- 


ger, till King George is dethron'd, and we 
22 a new Revolution, III venture to ſay 
(be the Conſequence what it will) tis no 


Church of God's appointing; it is a Church, 
for which no true Proteſtant can have any 
affection: It can be none but Parſon Paul's 
and Parſon Howells Church: It has not the 
leaſt footing in the Word of God: It muſt 
come to nothing, or elſe we muſt at once be 
Papiſts, Slaves, and Fools. And from ſuch 2 


Church, Good Lord deliver ws. F 

Tu us, in compliance with your L Deſire, 
1 have with ſome freedom conſider'd Ky 
Affair, in which 1 n, wiſh . out 


Succeſs; and am, 


Honour 4 Sir; 
Your moſt bellen eue 
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